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Nor can we speak at length of John of Monte Corvino, the cour-

ageous and indomitable Franciscan, who penetrated to the very

court of Kublai, was sent back on a special embassy to the Pope,

returned again with several companions and whom we find at last

mstalled as Archbishop of Pekin, with seven suffragan bishops, car-

ing zealously for the great Christian community then established

amongst the Tartars. But meanwhile Kublai, the great conqueror,

had succumbed to the cold touch of death and departed this life in

the year 1294, being 79 years of age and having reigned as Great

Khan of all the Tartars thirty-four years.

This brief glance at the reign of one of the greatest Emperors that

China ever possessed may aid us to feel a yet deeper interest in the

welcome news that has recently reached this country of the imperial

decree that has been issued by the present Chinese Emperor, without

solicitation, extending his especial protection to the Catholics

throughout his dominions. Verily the Church, like her Blessed

Founder, is "the same yesterday, to-day and forever ;" but the Chris-

tendom that could assemble such a parliament of the nations as

made up the Second General Council of Lyons can certainly com-

pare favorably, to say the least, with the Christendom of the nine-

teenth century. LoRENZO J. Markoe.
White Bear, MiaoesoU.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ONTARIO.

HE most marvelous fact in the history of the province of

Ontario during the past half century is the wonderful

growth and development of the Catholic Church. Fifty

years ago it was but a mustard seed ; to-day it is a great cedar of

Lebanon. Fifty years ago there were but three dioceses in

Ontario; to-day there are eight, three of which are metropolitan

sees. Fifty years ago there were not more than sixty priests scat-

tered throughout the province from Sandwich to Ottawa and from

Lake Erie to the Manitoulin Islands to minister to the spiritual

needs of about one hundred and thirty thousand Catholics. To-dav

there are four hundred and fifty priests who have spiritual charge of

four hundred thousand Catholics ; yet these facts constitute but a

segment in the great circle of progress which marks the history of

the Catholic Church in Ontario during the past fifty years. What
shall be said of the multiplication of churches, of colleges, of con-
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vents, of hospitals which tell of Catholic faith, Catholic toil. Catholic

generosity ? The Irish Catholic immigrant who came to this coun-

try, as the Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee says, "with much poverty,

great faith and willing hands," not only felled the forests, built

bridges and constructed railroads and canals, but reared temples

to God which bear testimony to his faith in tower, and turret, and
spire, and cross melting away into immortal light.

The first two Catholic settlements in Ontario (Upper Canada)

were at Sandwich, on the Detroit river, and St. Raphaels, in the

county of Glengarry, in the eastern part of the proArince. The set-

tlement at Sandwich was French and was, together with Maiden
(now Amherstburg), an offshoot of the old Detroit mission founded

by the Jesuits in the beginning of the eighteenth century. The
Glengarry settlement was made up of Highlanders—some of them
descendants of the clans who fatefuUy escaped the terrible massacre

of Glencoe. These stalwart Celts brought with them a robust faitlt

and were most loyally attached to the British Crown. They came
to Glengarry from Orange (Albany), N. Y., about the year 1776.

The earliest name found in connection with the Niagara mission

is that of Vicar General Burke, who afterwards became Vicar

Apostolic of Nova Scotia. This great pioneer missionary was sta-

tioned at historic Niagara from 1796 to 1798. Father Burke and
Father McKenna, it appears, were the pioneer Irish priests in

Ontario. Of course, during the French regime there was a chapel

and a Recollect Father in charge at Niagara as early as the year

1720.

In 1804 Bishop Plessis, of Quebec, confided the spiritual care of

the province of Ontario to the Rev. Alexander MacDonell, who
had one assistant, and these two did all the missionary work be-

tween Glengfarry and Sandwich. By the year 1816 the number of

priests had increased to six, stationed as follows: Fathers Alex-

ander MacDonell and John MacDonell, at St. Raphael's, in Glen-

garry; Father Delamothe, at Perth; Father Perenault, at Kingston,

and Fathers Marchand and Crevier, at Sandwich.

In 1819 the Diocese of Quebec was erected into an archdiocese,

and the following year Father Alexander MacDonell was conse-

crated Vicar Apostolic of Upper Canada. Kingston was named as

the episcopal see, and in the year 1826 it was erected into a diocese.

This is said to be the first diocese established in a British colony

since the so-called Reformation.

The first Catholic church in the city of Toronto (called York till

1834) was St. Paul's, and was erected in 1826. Father Crowley

appears to have been the first resident priest in Toronto, having

received his appointment to this mission in 1825. There is little
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doubt but that for many years previous to this French priests from
the Sandwich mission were accustomed to celebrate Mass in

Toronto while on their way to and from Kingston and Glengarry,

Father John Macdonald was the first resident priest in the Perth

mission. Father Macdonald was a remarkable man, considered

either physically or mentally. Here is a pen picture of him by a

writer who had visited him not long before his death : "The great

object of interest, love and pride of all classes throughout the coun-
try was the 'vicar,' old Father John Macdonald, who had held their

spiritual rule for over half a century and was still living, hale and
hearty, in a pleasant cottage in Glengarry. . . . This fine old

priest was without exception the most venerable and patriarchal

figure the writer ever looked upon. He was nearing his hundredth

year of age. His massive head and trunk were unbent by years

and sound in every function. Only the limbs that had traveled so

many a weary mile in days when the whole country was but an
untracked wilderness had yielded to time and fatigue and could

not longer bear up the colossal frame. Wallace himself had not

passed through more bold adventures than this old highland chief.

. . . The reverence and love that centred in him in his old age

gave proof of his benign and salutary use of his mighty sway."

The years 1828 and 1829 were marked by the rise of parishes in

Peterborough, Belleville, Prescott and Bytown (Ottawa), the parish

of Richmond, on the Ottawa, of which Father Patrick Haran was
pastor from 1826 to 1830, being amalgamated with Bytown in 1830.

The first church in Kingston was the old French church built in

1808, the Rev. Angus Macdonald, V. G., being in charge. When
Bishop Plessis paid his pastoral visit to Kingston in his itinerary of

Upper Canada in 1816 the Catholic population was said to number
seventy-five families, of which more than two-thirds were French

Canadians.

The first resident priest at Belleville was Father Michael Brennan,

and the first resident pastor of Prescott Father Timothy O'Meara.

Father Crowley appears to have been the first pastor of Peterbor-

ough, having been transferred to this parish from Toronto (York)

in the year 1828.

B)rtown, which in tliose early days was little more than a hamlet,

but destined one day, under the name of Ottawa, to become the

capital of the Dominion and the seat of an archbishopric, had for its

first pastor Father Angfus Macdonell, who remained until about

1831 or 1832, when he was succeeded by Father John CuUen.

The years 1833 and 1834 were marked by the rise of parishes at

Cobourg, Port Hope, Dundas, Guelph, St. Thomas, London and

St. Catharines. Father Dempsey was given charge of Cobourg
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and Port Hope, Father John Cassidy of Dundas and Guelph, while

Father Daniel Downie looked after St. Thomas and London.

The first church built in London was on the comer of Richmond

street and Maple avenue. It was a primitive structure of logs, with

an earthen floor, and was dedicated by Father Downie in 1834.

The fortunes of London continued to be bound up with St. Thomas
until 1845, when Father Mills, formerly at St. Thomas, was placed

in charge of the townships of London and Westminster. The

Catholics of St. Catharines were also dependent upon the priest at

Niagara for the consolations of religion till 1838, when Father J. M.
Burke took up his residence among them.

The years 1835 and 1836 saw the organization of a number of

new parishes or missions at Waterloo, Cornwall, Raleigh, on Lake
Erie, and Penetanguishene. Father J. B. Wirriats became first

pastor of Waterloo and Father J. B. Proulx the first resident priest

at Penetanguishene. Father Proulx was for many years one of

the most stalwart and conspicuous figures in the priesthood of

Toronto diocese. Well does the vniter of this sketch remember,

when a boy at school back in the seventies, Father Proulx's visits

to St. Michael's College, Toronto. The great and simple-hearted

monsignor—^for he had been created a domestic prelate—^would

mingle with the boys on the playground and entertain them by
giving them the Indian warwhoop, which this self-sacrificing and
zealous missionary had so often heard when he lived among the

Indians of the Manitoulin Islands.

When the Honorable and Right Rev. Alexander MacDonell,

Bishop of Kingston (the title honorable because the Bishop was a

member of the Legislative Council of Upper Canada), left on a trip

to Europe in 1839 there were in all thirty-four priests in the prov-

ince ministering to the spiritual wants of the Catholic people from
the Ottawa river to the Detroit.

It had long been the cherished desire of Bishop MacDonell to

found and endow a seminary for the education of his clergy. The
college which the Bishop had largely maintained for many years at

his own expense at St. Raphael's, in Glengarry, had indeed been a
nursery of priests, and from its humble class rooms had graduated

such zealous, pious and efficient missionaries as Father George
Hay, Father Michael Brennan and Father Edward Gordon ; but the

growing needs of the Catholic Church in Ontario demanded a
larger and better equipped seminary of learning. Accordingly the

comer-stone of Regiopolis College, in Kingston, was laid on June
II, 1838, Bishop Macdonell ofliciating, assisted by his coadjutor.

Mgr. Gaulin, Vicar General Angus Macdonald and others of the

clergy.
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Bishop Macdonell sailed for Europe in the summer of 1839, and
in due time landed at Liverpool, whence he went to London, where
he communicated with the Colonial Office regarding emigration

and other matters. From England he crossed over to Ireland,

where he visited several of the Irish prelates. While in the west of

Ireland he was stricken down with an attack of inflammation of the

lungs, but rallied sufKciently to set out for Scotland to visit his

friend. Father William Reid, parish priest at Dumfries. Here the

Bishop had a second attack of inflammation, and after having re-

ceived the last rites of the Church passed quietly away on the morn-

ing of the 14th of January, 1840. His funeral took place in St
Mary's Cathedral, in Edinburgh, and was attended by Bishop Gillis,

coadjutor to the eastern district of Scotland; Bishops Carruthers,

of Edinburgh ; Murdoch, of Glasgow, and Scott, of Greenock, and

a large number of priests. In 1861 the remains of the dead prelate

were brought to Canada and placed in the vaults of Notre Dame
Church, Montreal, where they remained for a short time, when they

were transferred to Kingston.

Bishop MacDonell was the pioneer Bishop of Ontario, a prelate

of wonderiul force of character—unquestionably one of the greatest

and most commanding figures in the history of the Catholic Church

in Canada.

In 1841, at the representation of Mgr. Gaulin, who had succeeded

Bishop MacDonell, the western portion of Kingston Diocese was

erected into a new diocese, with the city of Toronto as the seat of

the new episcopal see. Very Rev. Michael Power, vicar general of

the Diocese of Montreal, was chosen as Bishop of the newly erected

diocese. The limits of the new diocese were officially defined as

follows : West of Newcastie, from Lake Ontario to Lake Muskoka;

iirom thence by a line directed northwest through Lakes Moon and

Muskoka, to western branch of two rivers emptying into the

Ottawa ; all west of tiiat, including Lake Superior districts.

Bishop Power had in his new and extensive diocese nineteen

priests, sixteen of whom attended his first diocesan sjmod, which
met in the month of October in St. Paul's Church, Toronto.

Here are the priests and their respective charges: Very Rev.

W. P. Macdonald, V. G., Hamilton; Rev. M. R. Mills, Brantford,

Indiana and Dumfries; James O'Flynn, Dundas, Oakville and Tra-
falgar; James Bennet, Tecumseth and Adjala; Edward Gordon,
Niagara and Niagara Falls; Pafaick O'Dwyer, London and St
Thomas; Eugene O'Reilly, Toronto and Albion; J. B. Proubc,

Manitoulin and the Upper Lakes; Michael McDonnell, Maidstone
and Rochester; Thomas Gibney, Guelph and Stratford; Peter

Schneider, Waterloo, Wilmot and Goderich; James Quinlan, New-
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market and Barrie; Amable Charest, Penetanguishene ; Very Rev.

JEneas Macdonell, V. G., Sandwich ; Rev. J. B. Morin, Raleigh

;

Rev. Augustine Vervais, Amherstburg, and Rev. W. P. McDonagh,
Stephen Fergus and J. J. Hay (secretary of the diocese), Toronto.

The work of Bishop Power during the seven years that he wore
the mitre in Toronto was full of goodly and pious fruitage. From
the very beginning of his episcopate Bishop Power felt the need of

a suitable Cathedral Church. He finally succeeded in purchasing

the block of land on Church street, on which the Cathedral Palace

and Loretto Convent now stand, and on May 8, 1845, the comer-
stone of St. Michael's Cathedral was laid by the Bishop in person,

assisted by Fathers Macdonald, V. G., McDonagh, Gordon,

O'Reilly, Timlin, Carroll, Hay, Quinlan and Nightingale.

Soon after Bishop Power's advent to the diocese he made formal

application to Very Rev. Father Roothaan, general of the Society of

Jesus, for priests of that society to aid him in the missions of his dio-

cese. His appeal to Father Roothaan met with a favorable re-

sponse. In 1843 two Jesuits, Fathers Peter Point and John Peter

Chone, came to the diocese and were placed in charge of the parish

of Assumption at Sandwich. The new church commenced by
Father Macdonell, V. G., was completed by them and dedicated in

1846, and some ten years later they founded the College of Assump-
tion. Besides the mission at Sandwich the Jesuit Fathers had at

one time charge also of Chatham and of Wilmot, in the county of

Waterloo. At present the Jesuit Fathers have charge of Guelph

and the Lake Superior and Georgian Bay missions.

The year 1847 will be forever marked for its blood and tear-

stained story of the Irish emigrants who, flying from persecution

and famine, contracted the deadly ship fever and died—some on

their way across the ocean, others at Grosse Isle, and still others

at Quebec, Montreal, Kingston and Toronto. It was while min-

istering to a poor woman who lay dying at the immigrant sheds in

Toronto that Bishop Power contracted the dread malady, which

terminated his saintly and heroic career and plunged the citizens

of Toronto, irrespective of creed, into the most heartfelt and pro-

found grief. The British Colonist, the leading newspaper of the

day, referring to the sad event, said : "It is not for us to pronounce

his eulogy. The sorrow of his flock, the regret of the community,

the members of which have learned to appreciate his exertions to

promote peace and brotherly love among us, the tears that moisten

the cheeks of many persons not within the pale of his Church, to

whom we have spoken of his untimely decease, are the best evi-

dences of the loss sustained in his death. May it be our lot to see

a successor appointed to the episcopate whom all may learn to love
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as well." Bishop Power lies entombed beneath the great Cathedral

which He planned, but did not live to see completed.

In 1847 the ancient sec of Kingston—the pioneer diocese of

Ontario—was shorn of a portion of its eastern territory to consti-

tute a new diocese to be known as Ottawa. Right Rev. Bishop-

Gaigues became the first Bishop of this newly created diocese and
selected Ottawa as the seat of his episcopal see.

"We have now touched, by way of introduction, the threshold o£

the history of the Catholic Church in Ontario during the past fifty

years. Pope Pius IX. had just ascended the Papal Throne^

Europe had been rocked by tlie upheaval of 1848. Poor, unhappy

Ireland lay "like a corpse on a dissecting table." Canada had

lately passed through the throes of a rebellion and was now peace-

fully enjoying the fruits of responsible government. Irish Catholic

immigrants were hewing out homes for themselves in the wilder-

ness massed together in settlements in well nigh every county of

the province, while the pioneer priest, true to the spirit of his holy

calling, was piercing the virgin forests, fording angry streams,

threading impassable roads to minister to his scattered flock—to

strengthen them with the Bread of Life and prepare them for the

agony of death.

"It was," says a writer, "reserved for France, so closely con-

nected with the earlier history of this country and so renowned for

the missionary spirit of her children, to give Toronto its second

Bishop in the person of Armand Francis Marie, Comte de Char-

bonnel."

Dr. de Charbonnel was consecrated Bishop of Toronto by His

Holiness Pope Pius IX. in the Sistine Chapel on May 26, 1850, in

presence of a large assembly, amongst whom were the French Am-
bassador and the general of the French troops at Rome. As a

souvenir of consecration the Holy Father presented the Bishop

with a well filled purse and a chasuble of gold, upon which were
embroidered the Papal arms. In addition to these His Holiness^

offered him his choice between a fine ciborium and a rich chalice.

His Lordship chose the ciborium ; then, taking the chalice in the

other hand, he turned towards Pius IX., saying: "Quid retribuam'

Domino pro omnibus qua retribuit mihi," and finishing the quotation!

said: "Calicem salutaris accipiam et nonten Domini iniwabo." ("I

shall take the chalice of salvation and call upon the name of the

Lord.") The Pope with a smile appreciated the ready answer, and
the Bishop withdrew, happy possessor of all three.

Bishop de Charbonnel, accompanied by Mgr. Prince, coadjutor

Bishop of Montreal, arrived in Toronto September 21, 1850, and
took formal possession of his see the following Sunday. To-
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liquidate the debt on the Cathedral, which amounted to about sixty

thousand dollars, was the first thought and care of the newly conse-

crated Bishop. For the purpose of raising funds His Lordship

visited every Catholic mission—^nay, it is said, every Catholic family

—in his vast diocese. He also early turned his attention to the

needs of Catholic education and entered the arena of discussion as

an uncompromising champion of separate schools. Indeed, as a

well-known Catholic writer avers, "His whole episcopate was one

continual struggle against an autocratic Superintendent of Educa-

tion (Dr. Ryerson), against wily politicians and against popular

bigotry upon this vital subject" His battling was not without

good results. It taught bigotry that it cannot hold out against

justice—that the sacred right of educating the child is a matter of

conscience, and that no law framed in a commonwealth of freedom

should attempt to violate or clash with the sacred and inalienable

rights of the parent vrith respect to the education of the child.

Let us now for a moment glance at the beginning of Catholic

education in the city of Toronto. When Bishop Power visited

Europe in 1847 be made arrangements with the Loretto Community
to send a colony of their nuns to Toronto to assist in the work of

Catholic education. Accordingly in September five members of

the order arrived in the city and were joyfully received by the Cath-

olic people. This was the beginning of the Loretto foundations in

Ontario which have conferred such inestimable benefits upon our

people. On October 7, 185 1, Mother Delphine, of the Sisters of

St. Joseph, accompanied by Sister M. Martha, Sister M. Alphonsus

and Sister M. Bernard, arrived in Toronto. The Christian Broth-

ers came to Toronto the same year and were first introduced and

established there by Brother Patrick, who afterwards became one of

the assistants to the superior general of the whole order.

In 1848 there were thirty-two Catholic schools in the province,

and in 1850 this number had increased to forty-six. In 1852 there

were in the Catholic schools of Toronto seven hundred and six

pupils under the care of twelve teachers, of whom two were Sisters

of Loretto and five were Christian Brothers.

In August, 1852, four Basilians, with the Very Rev. Father

Soulerin as superior, came, at the invitation of Bishop de Char-

bonnel, to Toronto to found a Catholic college. This was the

origin and beginning of St. Michael's College. The next few years

saw a number of churches erected in Toronto—St. Mary's, in 185 1

;

St. Basil's, in 1856, and St. Patrick's, about the year 1859.

In 1856, in accordance with representations made to Rome, Bulls

were issued dividing the Diocese of Toronto and establishing two

new sees—^that of Hamilton and London. The Right Rev. John
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Farrell, of Peterborough, was consecrated Bishop of Hamilton and
the Right Rev. Peter Adolphe Pinsonneault, of Montreal, Bishop of

London. Thus within thirty-six years did the Catholic Church in

Ontario expand from a single diocese, with a handful of spiritual

workmen, into five dioceses.

The returns for 1859 give thirty-three priests in Toronto Diocese.

Amongst the new parishes recently organized were Barrie, Brock,

Orillia and Adjala. The late revered and beloved Archbishop

Walsh, of Toronto, was the first parish priest of Brock, and the

late Bishop Jamot, saintly and zealous, the first parish priest of

Barrie.

In 1859 Bishop de Charbonnel obtained a coadjutor in the person

of the Right Rev. John Joseph Lynch, president of the College of

Holy Angels, Niagara Falls, N. Y., whose name is inseparably con-

nected with the history of the Catholic Church in Ontario for nearly

thirty years. In April, i860. Bishop de Charbonnel resigned his

see and returned to France, where he became a Capuchin and died

a saintly death, venerable and beloved, at the ripe age of 89, on

Easter Sunday, March 29, 1891. The Catholic Church in Ontario

owes this great prelate much—^it will assuredly hold his name for-

ever in benediction.

Meanwhile in the eastern part of the province the Catholic

Church was making rapid strides, too. Mgr. Gaulin, Bishop uf

Kingston, having passed away, his coadjutor. Bishop Phelan, suc-

ceeded him, but survived him only a month. The fourth Bishop

of Kingston, the mother diocese of Ontario, was Right Rev. Dr.

Horan, for a number of years professor in Laval University,

Quebec. During Bishop Horan's episcopal reign the Catholic

Church in Kingston made great progress. His Lordship took a

deep interest in Catholic education, and the work in Regiopolis

College gained from His Lordship a new and fuller impetus. Mgr.
Horan was a great church builder, and under his guidance some of

the finest ecclesiastical structures in the diocese took shape and
form.

In the Diocese of Ottawa, which had been set apart in 1847, the
Catholic Church, under the benign and saintly rule of its first

Bishop, Right Rev. J. E. Guigues, was attaining wonderful growth
and de^'elopment. Mgr. Guigues, like Bishop de Charbonnel, saw
early the necessity of making provision for the establishing of a
Catholic college or seminary for the education and training of the
Catholic priesthood of his vast diocese, and accordingly, in 1848,
this good Bishop, aided by a number of gifted and zealous Oblate
Fathers, at the head of whom was Dr. Tabaret, established the Col-
lege of Ottawa, which from its modest beginning half a century ago
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has grown into a great Catholic University that has attracted the at-

tention and won the commendation of the ablest scholars in the land.

Bishop Lynch, whose career as a Lazarist Father—^whether in

missionary work upon the prairies of Texas or as president of the

College of Holy Angels—was one of marvelous activity, now en-

tered upon the performance of his episcopal duties with renewed
energy and ardor. The work of his busy crozier—^large heart and
throbbing brain—is best summed up in the inscriptions on the

shields with which St. Michael's Cathedral was adorned on the occa-

sion of his silver jubilee in 1884 : "Loretto Convent, established in

1862 ; St. Joseph's Convent, established in 1863 ; St. Michael's tower

and spire, built in 1865; Loretto Abbey, Wellington Place, ex-

tended in 1867 ; St. Nicholas' Home, established in 1869 ; attended

Ecumenical Council in 1870; De La Salle Institute, established in

1871 ; consecrated Bishop O'Brien, Kingston, in 1873 ; consecrated

Bishop Crinnon, Hamilton, in 1874; consecrated Archbishop

Taschereau, Quebec, in 1874; Convent of the Precious Blood, es-

tablished in 1874; Magdalen Asylum, established in 1875 ; Convents

of St. Joseph established in St. Catharine's, Thorold, Barrie and

Oshawa; forty parish churches and thirty presb3rteries established;

seventy priests ordained for the diocese and St. John's Grove and

House established." To these may be added the establishing of the

Carmelite Monastery at Niagara Falls, Ontario.

In 1870 Toronto was made an archiepiscopal see, with Mgr.

Lynch its first Archbishop and the sees of London and Hamilton

suffragans. In 1873 the northern part of Ontario was erected into

a vicariate and Bishop Jamot appointed Vicar Apostolic. This was

afterwards merged in the Diocese of Peterborough, Mgr. Jamot

becoming its first Bishop. In 1874 Right Rev. Dr. O'Mahony was

appointed auxiliary Bishop of Toronto.

Bishop Farrell bore the crozier in Hamilton for seventeen years

—from 1856 till 1873. His rule was benign and fatherly. No
priest in his diocese toiled harder than the Bishop. He attended

sick calls, visited the poor and heard confessions every week and

every day when required.

During his episcopate churches multiplied in his diocese, while

there was a steady ad^'ancement along the lines of Catholic educa-

tion. It was under his fostering care and guidance, too, that the

beautiful Cathedral Church of the diocese rose and convents con-

ducted by the Sisters of Loretto established in Hamilton and

Guelph. Bishop Farrell was a man of imposing and courtly bear-

ing, standing six feet four inches in height and possessing a most

handsome countenance. He was the tallest and grandest looking

personage of all the Bishops and patriarchs assembled at the Vati-
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can Coancil in Rome in 1870. Hamilton Diocese was bereft of its

good and zealous first Bishop in the autumn of 1873, when death

carried away Right Rev. John Farrell, one of the kindest, noblest

and most courteous of the prelates that have ever worn the mitre or

graced the sees of Ontario.

A venerable priest who did the work of a great apostle in the

Catholic pioneer days of Ontario and was for many years asso-

ciated with Bishop Farrell was Very Rev. Edward Gordon, V. G.

Father Gordon was a convert and was educated in St. Raphael's

Seminary, in Glengarry. Soon after his ordination, in 1830, he
began his mission work, the field of his labors extending from

Toronto to Niagara Falls, including Adjala, Trafalgar, Toronto,

Gore, Dundas and Niagara Falls. At Niagara he built the first

church, St. Vincent de Paul's, in 1835. Upon the division of the

Diocese of Kingston he remained in charge at Niagara and subse-

quently became vicar general of the Diocese of Toronto under

Bishop de Charbonnel and resided in Hamilton. When Bishop

Farrell took possession of the See of Hamilton he made Father

Gordon his vicar general, in the enjoyment of which dignity this

good and venerable priest continued till his death, which took place

early in the seventies.

The health of Mgr. Pinsonneault, Bishop of London, becoming

impaired, it was necessary to select a successor, and on November

10, 1867, Vicar General Walsh, who had been rector of St.

Michael's Cathedral for a number of years and was the present

pastor of St. Mary's Church, Toronto, was consecrated Bishop of

London, in succession to Dr. Pinsonneault. Bishop Walsh was

bom in Kilkenny, Ireland, and received his education in the College

of Waterford and the Sulpitian Seminary in Montreal.

On taking up the crozier laid down by Bishop Pinsonneault in

his retirement from London, Dr. Walsh applied himself with zeal

to the episcopal duties of his diocese, carrying into his work the

same good judgment, prudence and tact which had so favorably

marked his priestly labors for so many years in the Diocese of

Toronto. He became endeared to his clergy at the very outset,

and this bond of affection and love remained intact during the two

and twenty years that he continued as chief pastor of the London

Diocese. When Bishop Walsh came to the diocese he found it

heavily encumbered with debt and sorely in the need of additional

convents, churches, schools and hospitals. When, in response to

the voice of Rome, he bade adieu to London—with all its tender

memories and associations—on November 27, 1889, to take up the

crozier in succession to Archbishop Lynch in Toronto, he left a

diocese well provided with churches, schools and hospitals and a
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body of Catholic priests devoted and loyal—as faithful as could be

found in any diocese of Canada. Among the many beautiful ec-

clesiastical edifices erected in the diocese during his episcopal

regime St. Peter's Cathedral, in London, will ever remain a monu-

ment to the faith and zeal of this great and good Bishop.

Turning to the Diocese of Ottawa, we find that the progress of

Catholicity there has been in the meantime very marked. Bishop

Guigues having died in 1874, Right Rev. J. T. Duhamel was ap-

pointed his successor. Bishop Duhamel soon proved himself a

prelate of great executive ability—full of tact, wisdom and energy.

He is a true friend of Catholic education—ever encouraging, aiding

and directing it. In 1887 the Diocese of Ottawa was erected into

a metropolitan see, Dr. Duhamel becoming its first Archbishop.

The Catholic population in the archdiocese is 120,000 and the

number of priests 166. In 1882 the Vicariate of Pontiac was estab-

lished, with Right Rev. N. Z. Lorrain its Vicar Apostolic. This

year the vicariate has been erected into the Diocese of Pembroke,

with Dr. Lorrain as its first Bishop and suffragan of the metropoli-

tan of Ottawa. Mgr. Lorrain is a man of great zeal, piety, earnest-

ness and simplicity of character. In addition to administering suc-

cessfully the affairs of his large and scattered diocese he does an

amount of parochial work equal to that of any parish priest in

Ontario. Under his benign and watchful care the Catholic Church

has made marvelous progress in his vast diocese, which includes the

county of Renfrew, in Ontario, and the county of Pontiac, in

Quebec, the territory between 88 and 72 degrees, the height of land

at the south, Hudson's Bay, James' Bay and the Great Whale
river at the north. The Catholic population of the diocese is 36,171,

spiritually cared for by thirty-three priests.

Bishop O'Brien, who succeeded Right Rev. Dr. Horan as Bishop

of Kingston in 1875, wore the mitre for four years, and during that

time labored most assiduouly as chief pastor of the diocese. He
was a remarkable financier, and did much to liquidate the debt

which weighed upon the diocese. Dr. O'Brien dying in 1879,

Right Rev. James Vincent Qeary, of Waterford, Ireland, was ap-

pointed to the vacant see. The work of this great prelate is so well

and widely known that to chronicle his episcopal activities is but

to review what is already fresh in the mind of every Catholic in

Canada.

There is not a doubt but that Dr. Qeary was one of the most

scholarly, if not the most scholarly, prelate who ever wore the

mitre in the Catholic Church in America. He was indeed a man of

rare endowments—a most gifted and eloquent speaker—^the Cicero

of the Catholic Church in Canada. He had a great mind, lofty
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ideals and the fervor and zeal of the earUest apostleship of the

Church. The pastorals which he issued from time to time during

his episcopal rule were models—in the depth, clearness, fuUness and

beauty of the thought which they embodied. If there was one

quality more than another which Dr. Cleary possessed it was

courage. He stood upon the ramparts of the Church of God, ask-

ing no quarter, giving no quarter, ready to defend its every right

and principle to the death.

During the seventeen years that this great and gifted prelate

ruled the Diocese of Kingston the progress of the Catholic Church

in the mother see of Ontario was most notable. A profound

scholar himself, Dr. Cleary lent his episcopal influence to the estab-

lishing of Catholic schools in every part of his diocese. He revived

Regiopolis College, which was obliged to close its doors through

financial embarrassment in 1869, and this institution to-day prom-

ises to do a great and good work. The Catholic population of the

diocese is 35,000, and the number of priests 44.

In 1889 Kingston was erected into a metropolitan see, with Mgr.

Qeary its first Archbishop. At the same time a new diocese was

created in the eastern part of the province, which in days gone by

had been the cradle of Catholic faith in Ontario. This new diocese,

whose Bishop is the Right Rev. Alex MacDonell, embraces the

counties of Stormont and Glengarry, and is known as the Diocese

of Alexandria. It has a Catholic population of 18,000, spiritually

attended by twelve priests. Mgr. MacDonell is a prudent and

zealous prelate worthy in every way of the distinguished name

which he bears.

The mitre worn with so much lustre for a period of seventeen

years in the mother see of Ontario by Most Rev. Dr. Cleary found

worthy succession in the person of Vicar General Gauthier, of

Brockville, who was consecrated Archbishop of Kingston in St.

Mary's Cathedral October 18, 1898.

Dr. Gauthier brings to his work great executive power, tact and

the burning zeal of the early apostleship. He has a precise knowl-

edge of the conditions and wants of his diocese and possesses the

prudence and wisdom to administer its affairs in the very best

interests of Holy Church.

Already is Dr. Gauthier's episcopal regime bearing goodly fruit.

Under his wise guidance Catholic education, which had been so

dear to the heart of his gifted predecessor, is breaking into richer

blossoms and gives promise of a return worthy of those who hold

it in sacred keeping.

Between 1873 and 1889 two Bishops ruled in succession the See

of Hamilton—Dr. Crinnon and Dr. Owberry. Bishop Crinnon had
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been parish priest of Stratford, and he brought to the performance

of his episcopal duties a zeal and self-sacrifice which did not fail to

bear the richest fruit. Bishop Carberry, his successor, came from

Ireland, where he had been famed among his Dominican Brothers

for his culture and scholarship and his deep but unostentatious

piety. Both these good Bishops died martyrs to the toils entailed

in bearing the crozier.

The Diocese of Hamilton becoming widowed by the death of

Dr. Carberry in 1889, Right Rev. T. J. Dowling, who had suc-

ceeded Bishop Jamot in the See of Peterborough in 1887, was trans-

lated to fill the vacant see. During the ten years that Bishop

Dowling has borne the crozier the progress of the Catholic Church

in the Diocese of Hamilton has been most marked. Dr. Dowling

is possessed of an ability most practical and an untiring energy.

He thoroughly understands the needs of his diocese and is un-

wearied in his efforts to promote the spiritual and temporal welfare

of his people. During his spiritual regime as chief pastor of the

diocese new schools, new convents, new hospitals and new churches

have marked the years of his episcopal toil. The Catholic popula-

tion of Hamilton Diocese is 50,000 and the number of priests 55.

When Bishop Dowling was translated to Hamilton in 1889 Right

Rev. R. A. O'Connor was appointed to the vacant See of Peterbor-

ough. Bishop O'Connor had been for many years parish priest of

Barrie and was recogfnized as one of the most successful priests in

Ontario. His diocese is a very extensive one, comprising the coun-

ties of Durham, Northumberland, Peterboro, Victoria and the dis-

tricts of Algoma, Muskoka, Parry Sound and the western portion

of Nipissing. The Catholic population in the diocese is 36,500 and

the number of priests 48. Mgr. O'Connor is known as an emi-

nently prudent and practical Bishop, whose episcopal regime will

not likely be marked by many mistakes.

On Bishop Walsh's retirement from London to become Arch-

bishop of Toronto in 1889 Dr. O'Connor, president of Assumption

College, Sandwich, was chosen to succeed him. Bishop O'Con-
nor's episcopal rule in London bore happy spiritual fruit.

The sudden death of Most Rev. John Walsh, Archbishop of

Toronto, on the 31st of July, 1898, closed the life work and career of

one of the most beautiful characters, wise and gifted prelates that

have ever adorned the Catholic Church in Canada. His wise coun-

sel, gentle rule, warm sympathy and noble charity had blessed the

priests and people of Toronto for nine years—^renewing the ardor

of faith in each heart and home, bringing consolation to the poor

and afflicted and giving spiritual health and joy where before had
reigned sorrow and suffering. His death has indeed been a blow
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which the Catholic Church in Toronto has keenly felt. It may
be with surety said that no other prelate has filled such a place in

the Catholic Church in Canada, and it is now a well accepted fact

that had the great and beloved Archbishop of Toronto lived a few

weeks longer Rome would have honored him with an enrollment in

her College of Cardinals.

But the great Archdiocese of Toronto, with its 60,000 Catholics

and 79 priests, did not remain long widowed. The happy choice of

succession fell upon Dr. O'Connor, Bishop of London, whose de-

votedness to episcopal duties and ardent zeal for the Church of God
marked him out as a chief among the Catholic prelates of On-
tario.

On the translation of Mgr. O'Connor from London to Toronto

Right Rev. Monsignor F. P. McEvay, rector of St. Mary's

Cathedral, Hamilton, became Bishop of London. Mgr. McEvay
possesses great administrative gifts, and his advent to London has

been hailed with delight by its priests and people. London is per-

haps the richest diocese in Ontario and has a population of 60,000,

spiritually cared for by 71 priests.

In the annals of Catholic education in Ontario there are three

names which will be always held in grateful memory and benedic-

tion—^that of Rev. Dr. Louis Funcken, founder of St. Jerome's Col-

lege, Berlin, Ontario ; that of Very Rev. Charles Vincent, late presi-

dent of St. Michael's College, Toronto, and that of Rev. Dr.

Tabaret, founder and for many years president of Ottawa Uni-

versity, Ottawa.

Among the venerable priests in Ontario still laboring in the vine-

yard of the Master who are nearing their golden jubilee and worthy

of our special love and esteem are Rev. Dr. Kilroy, of Stratford

;

Rev. Dr. Flannery, of Windsor ; Right Rev. Mgr. Heenan, of Dun-
das, and Right Rev. Mgr. Farrelly, of Belleville.

The following religious orders have houses in Ontario : Men

—

Society of Jesus, Congregation of St. Basil, Congregation of the

Resurrection, Oblates of Mary Immaculate, Order of Caked Car-

melites, Order of St. Francis, Order of Minor Capuchins, Con-

gregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, Company of Mary and
Brothers of the Christian Schools. Women—Sisters of the Con-

gregation of Notre Dame, Religious Hospitalers of the Hotel Dieu,

Gray Nuns of the Cross, Ladies of Loretto, Sisters of the Cong^re-

gation of St. Joseph, Ursuline Nuns, Ladies of the Sacred Heart,

Sisters of the Holy Cross and Seven Dolors, Sisters of Charity,

Sisters of Our Lady of the Refuge, Sisters of the Holy Names of

Jesus and Mary, Sisters Adorers of the Precious Blood, Daughters

of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, School Sisters of Notre Dame,
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Sisters of Mercy, Sisters of Wisdom, Sisters of Mary and Faithful

Companions of Jesus.

Nor has Catholic literary thought and achievement been wanting

to those who have tended the altar fires of faith during the past fifty

years in Ontario. Such works as Father Northgraves' "Mistakes

of Modem Infidels," Rev. Dr. Harris' "History of the Early Mis-

sions in Western Canada" and "The Catholic Church in the

Niagara Peninsula" and the late Rev. Dr. Dawson's "Life of Pope

Pius the Ninth" have a permanent place and value not only in the

history of the Catholic Qiurch, but in the history of our country.

Truly the garden of the Catholic Church in Ontario tilled by the

faithful spiritual laborer during the past half century has blossomed

and borne goodly increment which, may we not hope, the next fifty

years will increase and multiply a hundred fold

!

Thomas O'Hagan, A. M., Ph. D.
Toronto, Ont.

"THE MAKING OF RELIGION."—II.

THE book of Mr. Andrew Lang, published under the above

title, naturally falls, as noted in a previous article, into two

parts : the first weighs the current scientific explanation of

the origin of the idea of "soul" or "spirit," and finds this explana-

tion, to say the least, wanting ; this section of the book has ah-eady

been reviewed ; the second part of the work examines the conclu-

sions Science promulgates in regard to the origin of the idea of

"gods" and "God," and with these chapters the present article

deals.

At the very outset of the book the author is careful to draw atten-

tion to the fact that his two theses are entirely independent the one

of the other. Thus he concedes that the position he maintains

upon the reality of such supernormal phenomena as clairvoyance,

fetichism, haunted houses, etc., and the bearing of this question upon
the origin of the idea of "spirit" may be regarded as fantastic, or im-

probable, or merely left on one side ; still, the strength of his second

position about the origin of the idea of "God," derived from evidence

of a different character, will not, therefore, be in any way impaired.

With the conclusion to which Science has come in this latter

instance, Mr. Lang can no more agree than with her solution of the

previous problem. "For whatever reasons, ma'am, I differed with
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