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THE STORY OF THE PHILIPPINES.

NEW YORK paper, of the date March 4th, embodied its

ideas of the Philippines and their people in a cartoon. A
naked negro savage was being pinned to a rock by an

American bayonet, from which fluttered a scrap of paper marked
"liberty and civilization." The legend below explained this novel

performance by the words "he won't take it any other way." Apart

from its brutality, this cartoon of "Judge" shows the strange ig-

norance of a very large part of the American public in regard to

the islands lately seized by our Administration. It is but one ex-

ample of many. The race, the religion, the degree of civilization,

and the form of government of the Philippines are misrepresented

daily in the Press of this country in a way that would be grotesque

if it did not threaten the destruction of thousands of human beings

against whom the people of the United States have not the shadow

of a grievance. A sketch of the circumstances under which the

group originally became a part of the Spanish dominions and its

Aistory since that time seem necessary to make us comprehend

what'place its population now occupies among the nations of the

civilized world.

The establishment of the Spaniards in these islands of the Chi-

nese Sea was part of that great movement of colonial expansion

which, in the Sixteenth Century, spread European settlement and

civilization over the larger part of this American Continent. Ma-
gellan raised the Spanish flag in Cebu in 1521, the same year that

Cortez captured Mexico from the Aztecs. Forty years later, when
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Legaspi made the first Spanish settlement in the same island, it

was from Mexico not from Europe that his expedition started.

All through the duration of the Spanish Colonial Empire, the re-

lations of the Philippines were much closer with Mexico than with

Spain itself. Nevertheless the colonization of Spanish America was
not reproduced in the Asiatic islands. In Mexico, in Peru, the

West Indies, and La Plata, men of European race formed an im-

portant part of the colonial population. The whites, whether born

in Europe or on American soil, constituted a landed aristocracy

in most of the American vice royalties, and in some they formed

a large part of the working population also.^ It was never so in

the Philippines. There was no conquest, no division of lands, no
grants of vassals, as in Mexico or Peru, no slavery, and no con-

siderable immigration of Spaniards, still less of negroes or Ameri-

can Indians. The mines of Mexico and Peru furnished, for many
years, the chief revenues of the Spanish Government but the latter

never drew any financial profit from the Philippines. The policy

of the Spanish sovereigns there only aimed at making the natives

loyal subjects of Spain, and as like Spaniards in civilization as it

was possible to make them without change of country. The result

has been a wide difference between the Filipinos and the races of

Spanish America whether native or mixed.

The date of the settlement of the Philippines accounts for this

difference of policy on the part of the Spanish Government When
Columbus opened America to European colonization, the conse-

quences of a meeting between civilized and uncivilized races were
not realised by any one. Columbus himself and the rulers of Spain

were full of good will towards the native Americans. As sincere

Catholics, they believed that the Christian Faith was the greatest

possible good for men of any race, and they felt it a solemn duty

to bring that faith to the Indians. At the'same time, they, and
especially Isabella, fully recognized the natural rights of the

heathen Indians to their lives, liberty and property. The letters

of Ferdinand and Isabella to Columbus and other officials are con-

vincing on this point. In the rush of adventurers to the new lands

these rights were disregarded by a large number of the colonists,

as in our own century they have been disregarded by American

and English settlers among weaker races. The difference was that

in the course of Spanish colonization the spirit of Catholic mor-
ality raised a body of defenders of the rights of the weak natives,

unknown in the history of Protestant colonization, be it English,

Dutch, or American. For over a century the history of Spanish

America and Spanish colonial legislation is mainly that of a

struggle between the armed conquerors who sought to reduce the
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natives to slavery and the conscientious men, priests and laymen,

who maintained the right of the Indians to liberty and equal jus-

tice before the law. The military conquerors were willing that the

natives should be made Christians, as the public conscience of the

nation demanded, but they wanted to keep them slaves. The Fran-

ciscans and Dominicans and their alliesr many of them soldiers or

officials, insisted on the right of personal freedom for the natives.

Las Casas, Montesinos, Zumarraga and Betanzos stand out as con-

spicuously in Spanish colonial history as Cortez or Alvarado.

The policy of the Home Government was evolved from these

contending forces during the seventy years that elapsed between

the occupation of Santo Domingo by Columbus and that of the

Philippines by Legaspi. Ferdinand, Ximenes, and Charles V, in

succession passed laws for the abolition of Indian slavery and the

protection of the native races. The suppression of vassalage in

Peru, by the "New Laws" brought on the revolt of the Pizarros and

nearly separated that country from Spain in 1540. The next Gov-

ernor, Gasca, had to admit a modified peonage of the Indians,

accompanied by numerous legal securities against oppression. The
Spanish monarchs, however, to their credit be it said, never aban-

doned the policy of ultimate freedom for the Indians, and it was

finally secured in the last century.

The more zealous members of the religious orders did not con-

fine themselves to appeals to the Government on behalf of the

Indians. They undertook, in many districts, to convert the wild

tribes and form them into civilized communities, by persuasion

alone, on condition that their converts should be guaranteed against

oppression by the Spanish colonists or officials. The earliest en-

terprise of this kind was undertaken by the famous Las Casas in

Guatemala in 1535. A certain province was inhabited by inde-

pendent tribes, who had driven back two or three bands of Spanish

soldiers. Las Casas made a formal agreement with the Govern-

ment to convert these warriors and make them live in peace with

the Spaniards, on condition that if he succeeded, they should be

left free to govern themselves in their own lands. He even re-

quired that no Europeans should be allowed to enter the Indian

district without special permit except of course the priests engaged

in their instruction. The principles laid down by Las Casas for

intercourse between a Christian people of higher civilization and

power and heathens in a savage state, were embodied in a Latin

treatise, "De Unico Modo Conversionis," which appeared in 1535.

In it he lays down as the true Catholic teaching, that men can only

be made Christians with their own consent, and that it is a crime

to'make war on, or injure in any way, non Christians, on the plea
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of converting or civilizing them. With regard to civilization he

gave his opinion that personal liberty and social organization were

its essentials. He, therefore, urged the necessity of gathering

wandering savages, when converted, into villages where they might
receive constant instruction both in Christian morality and such

material civilization as would increase their comfort, develop their

minds and give them habits of settled industry. For a Catholic

missionary, persuasion was the only means to attain this end that

could be lawfully used, and accordingly familiar acquaintance with

the language and customs of the natives was laid down as an in-

dispensable requisite for such a missionary's work. Las Casas

himself, when over sixty, studied the Guatemalan language thor-

oughly before beginning his mission. It was entirely successful

and for three hundred years the province of Vera Pas has con-

tinued to be the most prosperous Indian population in Central

America.

The teaching and practical success of the great Dominican made
a deep impression in Spain. Missions on his plan were multiplied

in Mexico, in Florida, and other parts of America in subsequent

years. Charles V 'absolutely abolished personal slavery among his

Indian subjects for any cause, including war or cannibalism, in

1538, and his laws were confirmed repeatedly by Philip II and his

successors. The principles which ruled Spanish settlement and

missionary work were then very different in the middle of the Six-

teenth Century from those prevalent at its beginning.

Though discovered by Magellan in 1521 the Spaniards made no

attempt at settlement in the Philippines for many years. Several

expeditions were sent across the Pacific both from Spain and

Mexico, but their object was not the Philippines but the Moluccas,

whose spices formed a valuable object of trade, and where the Portu-

guese had already several factories. None of these Spanish expe-

ditions succeeded in establishing posts in the coveted spice islands,

though a good deal was learned of the islands of the Pacific. For

many years after Magellan's voyage it was considered impossible

to cross the Pacific in an eastwardly direction owing to the di-

rection of the prevalent trade winds. An expedition sent out by

Cortez from Acapulco made its way to Spain finally, being unable

to return to Mexico for that reason. Mendana, in 1 540,'discovered

the Solomon Islands and other groups, but he too made no per-

manent settlement there, and for some years there was a lull in dis-

coveries.

It was mainly the desire of converting the natives that suggested

the settlement of the Philippines. They had neither spices nor

gold to any amount, the population was barbarian, and there was
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ample field in America for all the colonists that Spain could furnish

without seeking distant tropical lands. The missionary spirit, how-
ever, then so vigorous in Catholic Spain turned the thoughts of

some of the most zealous of the Dominicans and Franciscans in

Mexico towards these islands. St. Francis Xavier's career of con-

version and miracles from Africa to Japan excited lively emula-

tion among some of the most notable men of the Mexican clergy.

Father Betanzos, the head of the Dominicans in that city, and

Zumarraga, its first Bishop, both petitioned for leave to pass to

the Philippines in 1547, as a step towards the conversion of China.

Though their request was refused, it excited fresh interest in the

archipelago in Mexico and in Spain. Father Urdaneta, a distin-

guished geographer, who had passed many years in naval service

on the 'Pacific, before becoming an Augustinian friar, also urged

the importance of occupying the Philippines on the Spanish Gov-
ernment. As he had been in Spain with the expedition sent out

by Cortez, and had afterwards declined the command of the fleet

sent by Mendoza in 1542, on account of his intention to become

a priest, his advice had much weight with Philip II. The chief

political object to be gained by a Spanish occupation of the islands,

was to secure the Pacific Ocean against incursions from European

buccaneers, who, it was said, might settle there to prey on the

defenceless Spanish settlements of Mexico and Peru. There was

little prospect of revenue and the expense would be considerable

so politicians looked unfavorably on the project. The desire

of extending the Faith among heathens, strange as such a motive

must appear for governmental action in our day, was however a

paramount motive with the much reviled Philip. He declared with

emphasis that to save one soul he was ready to spend the wealth

of the Indies, and to prove his sincerity he ordered the Viceroy

of Mexico, in 1560, to fit out a fleet and found a post in the

Philippines.

The expedition sailed in 1564 from Acapulco after the death of

the Viceroy, Velasco, who had prepared it. It consisted of two

ships of four hundred tons each with two smaller vessels, pataches.

The whole force was two hundred soldiers and fifty civilians besides

the crews, who numbered a hundred and fifty. As, up to that

time, it had been found impossible for vessels to cross the Pacific

from Asia to America, it was expected that at least three years

must pass before any news could return of the fate of the expedi-

tion. Instructions however were given that an attempt should be

made, by ascending to more northern latitudes to discover a prac-

tical sailing course eastward. Father Urdaneta, at the special order

of Philip, was to accompany the fleet and superintend the navi-

Digitized by
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gation and exploration, in consideration of his former experience

in the Pacific. Four other Augustiniau? went with him as chap-

lains for the Spaniards and missioners for the heathen Malays.

The commander, Legaspi, was a veteran soldier of the type of the

Canadian Jacques Carrier, and was himself a member of the Third

Order of San Francis. Very strict orders were given against ag-

gression or ill treatment of the Indians such as had too often

occurred in the early discoveries of America. Other Vessels were

to follow in two years for the reinforcement of the settlement which

The fleet arrived at the Island of Cebu, where Magellan had been

killed forty years earlier. The natives were not disposed to re-

ceive them, whether through fear of reprisals for the death of their

former visitor or other causes. As provisions were necessary for

the Spaniards an armed party went to the native village after fruit-

less negotiations, and took what supplies they could find, leaving

however compensation. The natives attacked them but were scared

off by the artillery from the ships, which Legaspi humanely ordered

to be fired high so that no loss of life should occur. The savage

warriors burned the village, but after a few days came to terms and

made no opposition to the erection of a stockade, the first Spanish

settlement in these lands. Legaspi made a formal proclamation

that the death of Magellan was absolutely forgiven, and that noth-

ing was asked of the natives by their visitors beyond provisions, for

which they were ready to pay, and that they should not molest

either the Spanish soldiers or priests. A comparison between this

first settlement in the Philippines and the mowing down of the

Filipinos by modern gunnery tn the present year does not suggest

any improvement in the spirit of humanity between the Sixteenth

and Nineteenth Centuries.

The great object of introducing Christianity was not neglected.

The friars commenced a study of the Malay languages immediately,

and through an interpreter they began explaining their mission

to the Chiefs from the moment that friendly relations were estab-

lished. It was a long time, however, before they deemed it right

to admit any one to baptism. On Magellan's voyage his chaplain

had baptized several hundred with ill instructed zeal, but the re-

quirements of genuine missionary work were far more clearly com-

prehended by the Augustinians. It was by slow degrees that the

wild natives were admitted to baptism and when it was given to.

some, every effort was made to gather them into settlements to

receive further instruction in religion and training in Christian

ways. The original chiefs were not interfered with in the govern-

ment of their people, but the old superstitions and barbarities were

would naturally need them.
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gradually abolished. The same system was continued in Luzon,

when Legaspi founded Manila in 1571. By the end of the century

the native converts settled 'in villages amounted to between two

and three hundred thousand according to the Augustinian chron-

icler Medina.

Having founded his settlement Legaspi sent one of his two large

vessels to find a course for reaching Mexico. His nephew was
the commander, but as he was only a boy Father Urdaneta was
sent with him as guardian, with practically supreme authority.

Urdaneta's experience now stood him in good stead. He ascended

northward to the latitude of forty degrees, recorded the direction

of the prevalent winds and finally solved the problem of reaching

America from Asia. He reached Acapulco in 1566, after a voyage

of four months. From Mexico he was sent to Spain, where his

sailing directions were embodied in valuable charts which for over

a century continued to be the guide of navigation in the Pacific.

He was not to see the Philippines himself again, as he died in

Mexico in 1568 at the age of seventy. From his work as explorer

and missionary Andres Urdaneta may be called the Marquette of

the Pacific Ocean.

Legaspi, in his isolated post, had a full share of the difficulties

that beset most of the early settlements. The Portuguese traders

of the Moluccas sent vessels to harass the Spaniards and claim that

they were intruding 'on Portuguese territory. The pirates who
abounded on both the Chinese coasts and the Malay islands came

to plunder, and even the Spanish vessels which followed from

Mexico were nearly captured by mutineers among their own crews.

Legaspi held his post bravely and made explorations among the

other islands for some years. Cebu, where the first settlement was

made, was not suitable for a capital, and in 1571, the Spaniards

established themselves in Luzon, on the site of the present city

of Manila.;. There was a rather large native population there under

a chief of some power whose name is given as Rajah Matanda.

This Hindoo title is curious, though it does not appear to have im-

plied any communication with the natives of India. Matanda re-

ceived the Spaniards peacefully and became a Christian after a

couple of years. Explorations were pushed through Panay, Negros

and Mindanao. The Mahometans of the Sulu islands were the only

enemies that gave any serious trouble, and they were defeated and

obliged to make peace. Within twenty-five years the Spanish do-

minion was recognized through the whole archipelago and it was

not subsequently extended to any material extent.

The social, religious, and intellectual condition 'of the natives,

when the Spaniards settled among them, has been very fully de-
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scribed in the various chronicles of the religious orders. The keep-

ign of records was practised by the missioners and the accuracy of

their description of the natives receives remarkable confirmation

from the accounts of other Pacific Islanders since given by Cook
and other explorers, French, English and Dutch. In the Philip-

pines, in the Sixteenth Century, the coasts were occupied by tribes

of the Malay race, in much the same stage of civilization as the

Hawaiians or Taheetans of Cook's voyages. There was no central

government. Chiefs ruled limited districts with more or less ab-

solute power. Some were hereditary and the people were divided

into nobles, common freemen and slaves, the last mostly prisoners

taken in war or enslaved for debts or crimes. The law was tradi-

tional and variable. Wars were as common as they are to-day in

Samoa, but there was little of wars of conquest. A tribe fought

another for some grievance, or on a point of honor, and after some
battles peace was made again. They cultivated the land and raised

rice, bananas and other fruits and roots; they fished and hunted;

and they also traded among one another. * Their boats and canoes

were much the same as in the South seas two centuries later and
piracy at sea and head hunting on land were common practices

for making the reputation of aspiring warriors. Their religion was
chiefly confined to certain practices of witchcraft and dances and
feasts in honor of numerous spirits recognized as either benevolent

or dangerous. There were neither temples nor public worship.

The sorcerers, styled Babylanes, were the only priests. The na-

tives did not work metals, though acquainted with them through

trade with the Chinese and Japanese. All belonged to the Malay
races of which three principal branches, based chiefly on language,

were recognized by the Spaniards. These were the Tagals, the

Visayas, who inhabit the Southern islands and the Pampangas, who
occupy a part of Luzon to the north of Manila. The Pampangas,

according to the Spanish records, were always held the most in-

telligent, and also the most loyal Indians of the group. It was

from them that the workmen of the Royal dockyards and arsenals

and also the bulk of the native soldiers were drawn during later

years, and many high ofncials^Judges, Auditors and others, as well

as many priests and ecclesiastical dignitaries were of pure Pam-
panga blood.

The interior of the larger islands, then as now, was peopled by

black tribes of a low stage of development who were regarded by

the Malays as the original inhabitants and who were usually at

war with them. There were also mixed races, such as the Igorrotes

and Aetas, whose condition was like that of our own Sioux fifty

years ago. It was only afterwards that the Spaniards, whether
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soldiers or missioners, had intercourse with the latter and if the

larger part of them remained in their barbarism there was no at-

tempt made to exterminate or enslave them, during the three cen-

turies of Spanish dominion.

The Malay race, to which Tagals, Visayas and Pampangas belong,

is spread through most of the Australasian islands as well as the

peninsula of Malacca. It is a well marked division of the human
race and quite distinct from the Chinese, Indians or other Asiatics.

Mahometanism had extended among the Southern Malays when
first they came into contact with Europeans, and various strong

despotic governments had been formed among them, but the'Ma-
hometan propaganda had hardly touched the Philippines. There

•were powerful Malay Sultans in Borneo, Sumatra and Java, and

the Mahometan subjects of these princes, like the Turks in Europe,

were acquainted with firearms and warlike organization. Their

vessels were larger than the canoes of the Philippines, and when
Legaspi settled in Manila, corsairs from Borneo were already

making raids into the islands of the Visayas. The Sultans of Sulu,

a group of small islands between Borneo and Mindanao, were the

chief enemies the Spaniards had to contend with during the whole

history of the Philippines. It shows how small the military strength

of the colony was that it should never have effectually subjugated

this piratical state till the present century.

Aggressiveness on neighbors was certainly not a fault which

could be laid to the Spanish Government in the Philippines. The
establishment of posts in Ternate was the only attempt made to

extend its dominion in the Eastern seas. The wars waged from

Manila were almost wholly defensive. A Chinese pirate, Li Ma
Hong, attacked that city in 1574 shortly after the aeath of the

first Governor, and was driven off after a long siege, but the

Spaniards made no attempt at retaliation on China. Dutch cor-

sairs afterwards tried to establish themselves in the islands and re-

peatedly burned and plundered the smaller settlements, but they

were driven off finally. Manila grew rapidly, owing to the trade

with China and Mexico. The Chinese traders settled there and

married native women in large numbers so that in the course of

three centuries they have become a large element of the popula-

tion. The capture of Manila by the English during the last cen-

tury was the only occasion on which it was attacked by a foreign

invader since the time of Li Ma Hung. Three centuries of peace

is more than falls to the lot of most lands but practically it has to

the Philippines. There is little reason then to look for the exist-

ence of a military spirit among the people of the archipelago in

consequence, be that an evil or a good.
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It has been said that a people is happy that has no history.

Politically the Philippines have had almost none. The colony of

Legaspi was organized on the model of the American viceroyalties

of Spain. The Governor-General Irepresented the executive power
with little limit on its exercise. The law was that of Spain's col-

onies made with more or less wisdom by the Home Government

and administered by a judiciary independent of the Governor.

There was never any large immigration of Europeans. Such Span-

iards as came to the islands were either merchants or officials or

soldiers in limited numbers. The public works in Manila and other

points, such as fortifications, dockyards, arsenals, and cannon foun-

dries, were on a fairly extensive scale, but they were mainly carried

out by natives. The whites never formed a fiftieth of the popula-

tion. It is in the growth of a fairly civilized and Christian popu-

lation out of a few tribes of savages that the chief interest of the

story of the Philippines lies.

The work of converting strange races has generally fallen to the

religious orders rather than to the regular parochial clergy of the

Catholic Church. It was especially so in the Spanish colonies and
more than any in the Philippines. The smallness of the European

population made the work of the Church, there, mainly missionary,

and as such, from the beginning it was /entrusted to a religious

order by the special desire of Philip II. When Manila had grown
to some importance, a bishopric was established there in 1585 with

the ordinary ecclesiastical powers, but the members of the Orders

continued to furnish the bulk of the clergy. The zeal of the Span-

iards for conversion was remarkable during the Sixteenth Cen-
tury and long afterwards, and it found an outlet in the number of

missionaries furnished by the religious orders. Franciscans, Jesuits,

Dominicans, and Recollects came in succession to share in the

work commenced by the Augustinians. By a special decree of

the Sovereign Pontiff, it was provided that the friars, as the mem-
bers of these orders are commonly called in Spain, should furnish

the parochial clergy to the natives under the jurisdiction of the

Bishops. The ordinary parochial clergy served the Europeans and
a few of the more settled districts, but the work of converting and
civilizing was to continue in the hands of the friars.

The circumstances under which the first Franciscan missionaries

came to the islands is a remarkable illustration of the spirit then

prevalent. A lay brother, Fray *Antonio, in a Franciscan convent

in Peru, felt himself called to the conversion of the savages of

the islands of the Pacific lately discovered by the Admiral Men-
dana. Before entering the Order he had been a soldier and a
merchant, but had little schooling, and so his duties were ordinary
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servants' work in the kitchen and garden of the convent. Still

he proposed the project of a mission to those islands to the Guar-

dian of his convent, and asked permission to go to Spain and recruit

priests for it there. His application was for some time laughed at,

but after three repetitions, the Guardian became impressed and

Fray Antonio received the required permission. As the Franciscans

lived on alms the expenses of the voyage were literally nothing.

He travelled on foot to Panama and got passage to Spain. The
vessel was captured by a privateer manned by French Huguenots,

who were bitterly hostile to the friars. Fray Antonio was beaten

and thrown overboard but he kept afloat for a couple of hours and

the sailors relented, and took him aboard at last. It was only,

however, to land him half-naked on a remote part of the Spanish

coast without any means of identifying himself. The starving'exile

made his way to a Franciscan convent and with much difficulty got

received there as a brother. Some of his fellow passengers finally

got to Spain, and relieved him from the suspicion of imposture.

He laid his plans before the Franciscan Commissary for the Amer-
ican Missions but was regarded as half crazy. The Commissary

sent him to a convent near Madrid where a sister of the Superior

of the Franciscans in Spain got interested in his plans. He finally

got a favorable hearing from the latter, who gave him permission

to go to Rome and lay his project before the General of the Order

and the Sovereign Pontiff. Both were struck with the eloquence

and mishaps of Fray Antonio, and not only did they approve of

the projected mission, but commissioned the lay brother to visit

the Spanish convents and obtain as many volunteers for it as pos-

sible. He secured seventeen Franciscan priests and brothers for

the mission of the South seas but while waiting for a passage to

America their destination was changed for the newly settled Manila.

The company sailed for Mexico in 1576. Four died on the voyage

and another at Vera Cruz. The survivors travelled on foot from

Vera Cruz to Mexico, where five other priests joined them. They
again walked through the mountains! to Acapulco and finally

reached Manila in 1577. Fray Antonio was sent back to Europe

to collect more missioners and made the same journey again, reach-

ing Manila for the second time in 1581. Though but an unlettered

lay brother Fray Antonio is held by the Franciscan chronicler to

be the founder of their Mission in the Philippines. There is no aris-

tocracy among the children of Francis of Assissi except that of

self-sacrifice.

The Franciscans were received by their Augustinian predecessors

with hospitality and lodged in their convent until one was built for

their own abode. The. building of the latter was no long task.

Digitized by
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It was only a large thatched cabin and the church was little more,

but the friars at once set to work. The first care was to prepare

a grammar and dictionary of the Tagal language and a catechism

of the Christian doctrine in the same. The latter was published

in 1581 by Father Juan de Plascencia, and for over a hundred

years it continued to serve as the ordinary text-book of instruction.

It was then revised to suit the changes in the language itself which

were noted carefully by the old misssioners. Father Pedro de

Alfaro, the head of the Franciscans, afterwards went to China to

e%anun§fthe chances for further missions. He was some time in

Macao, and thence had to sail to Goa to allay the suspicions of the

Portuguese authorities who disliked the presence of Spaniards in

their settlements. He perished at sea on his return to Manila.

Another of the heads of the first Franciscan colony, Father Pedro

Bautista, subsequently went to Japan, where he at first was well

received but afterwards was executed by order of the Emperor
Taicosama in 1598, with twenty-five other missioners, Franciscans

and Jesuits. They are the Japanese martyrs canonized in our own
days by the late Pius IX.

The Jesuits had already been established in Japan some years

when Manila was founded, but their arrival in the Philippines

was in 1581, subsequent to the Augustinians and Franciscans. The
Dominicans came six years later and the Recollects in 1606. While

the Governors of Manila were building up their city, negotiating

with Chinese Viceroys and the Japanese Emperor, and warring

with the Sulu pirates, the work of converting the Tagals and

Visayas went quietly on among the friars. The task they had

undertaken was on the lines already laid down by Las Casas. It

included both the conversion and the civilization of the natives.

The old Spanish missioners made no vague professions when they

set about the task of bringing men from savage to civilized life?

A civilized community, m their eyes, as told by the contemporary

records and letters, meant one ruled by law and living according

to the rules of Christian morals and faith. It should be free, it

should be settled, and it should be instructed in religion and the

common ways of civilized life as known in Europe. Schools for

the children, and a knowledge of reading and writing for the new
Christians, were recognized as matters of the first importance by

all the Friars in the Philippines from the first settlement. The right

of the natives to their own lands, property and personal freedom,

was a cardinal principle with all the religious orders. That the

Indians might be admitted to Holy Orders, was one of the points

laid down emphatically in the first synod of the Philippines. To
facilitate their admission, a University was founded by the third
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Archbishop of Manila to which Europeans and natives were equally

admitted. The University of San Tomas was on the general plan

of similar institutions in Europe. The classical languages and lit-

erature, mathematics, history, law, medicine and theology were

included in its course and numerous colleges were founded by the

Jesuits and Dominicans to prepare the natives for entrance to its

classes.

The material civilization of the Indians was not the leading object

that led men 'like Father Urdaneta and Brother Antonio to give

up wealth and high command and travel over land and sea. Their

conversion, that is to say, to bring them to a knowledge of the true

law of human life and the means of securing eternal happiness

beyond the grave was the great motive. Civilization, with the

Catholic missioners, was only a means to make a Christian life

easier of carrying out. Among civilized men, even, the motives

which lead to the Catholic faith are most diversified. Among
savages, generally speaking, as with children, a certain amount of

mental training is necessary for any real belief. To this work the

friars set themselves in the Philippines on definite lines. The
native tribes recognized the supremacy of the Spaniards much as

the Indians of the plains did that of the United States without

much difficulty. The missioners settled among them, preached to

the grown up men and women, and gathered the children into

schools. The chiefs continued to direct the public life, but in each

settlement a church and school formed a center round which the

huts of the natives were got together. Some of the wilder tribes

of the interior declined to receive the priests, but they were not

molested on that account. In fact the force of a couple of thou-

sand men at the disposal of the Governors /was inadequate to

such a policy even had it been desired. The Christian settlements

were formed without bloodshed and grew by the improved condi-

tions of their inhabitants. The interference of the Spanish officials

was very small. A tribute of ten reals for every Indian couple

was the chief tax and it was generally paid in rice, cotton or other

products at a fixed rate. The police administration was left with

the native chiefs, subject, in capital cases, to the laws adminis-

tered by the Spanish Judges of provinces. The chiefs gathered

a force if needed to repel incursions of robbers or the savage tribes,

and it was only in case of foreign invasions that the Spanish troops

were called on. The Christian population grew in numbers. In

the chronicle of the Augustinian Father Medina the number of

Christian natives was given at somewhat over two hundred thou-

sand at the beginning of the Seventeenth Century. Father Del-

gado's history, published in 1750, gave the number then at con-
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siderably over a million. The official returns of 1896 report a

population of six millions eight hundred thousand exclusive of the

savage tribes of Luzon or the Mahometans of Mindanao.

The system adopted by the different Orders, Augustinians, Do-

minicans, and Franciscans, for the administration of the converted

Philippine natives deserves special mention. The islands/were

formed into a diocese in 1581, a Dominican, Salazar, being the

first Bishop. Manila was made an Archbishopric in 1594 with

three suffragan sees, one in Cebu for the Visaya Islands, and two

in Luzon. Each diocese had the chapter and usual organization

of the Church in Spain, but in the greater part of the islands the

right of naming priests for the parishes was vested in the Superiors

of.the different Orders. The Superior of the Augustinians or

Dominicans presented to the Bishop a list of three priests in case

of vacancy in a parish and the Bishop selected one and gave him
the usual faculties for parochial administration. About three-

quarters of the parishes were thus served by members of the

Orders, the other quarter being supplied by the ordinary secular

clergy. The missioners have always been drawn from Europe and

on their arrival in the Philippines receive a special course of one

or two years in the native languages. They are then sent as as-

sistants, for a limited time, to older pastors, and afterwards, in the

majority of cases, their life is one of solitude in native parishes.

The number of priests compared to the Catholic population in the

Philippines is less than in almost any Catholic country and most
parishes have only one priest. In 1896 there were about thirteen

hundred priests of all the Orders, Augustinians, Franciscans, Do-
minicans and Jesuits, and besides their colleges and seminaries

these furnished parish priests for about five and a half millions

of Catholics. The secular clergy numbered about eight hundred

and had charge of a million and a quarter of souls.

The missionary work of the Orders settled in- the Philippines has

not been limited to those islands. From Manila the Franciscans

and Dominicans sent out missionaries all through the last three

centuries to the countries of Eastern Asia. Annam, Siam, Cam-
bodia, China and Japan have received missionaries from the Philip-

pines. There has been no lack of martyrs in those lands. Within
the last sixty years at least three Dominican Bishops have given

their lives for the Faith in Tonquin as Fisher and More gave theirs

in the days of the English Henry. The Franciscans who furnished

Japan with its first martyrs are the beginning of a glorious list of

brave believers who sealed their faith with their blood among the

Friars of the Philippines.

The spirit which actuates Catholics to give their lives for the
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conversion of souls is almost incomprehensible to the non-Catholic

mind to-day. Las Casas, in an argument for the rights of the

Indians before the Spanish Court, in the middle of the Sixteenth

Century, expressed it in tterms which may well abash the social

reformers of our time. A dear friend and colleague of his own,

in former years, had been slain by the Florida Indians while on a

mission of charity to them and an eminent Doctor, Sepulveda, used

the fact as a justification for war on them and subsequent slavery.

"It is a divine and most right law," said the old Bishop, "that

"some of the servants of the Gospel should die for the Gospel,

"since by their precious deaths they may help more in conversion

"than they could by toil here on earth. And so we trust in God
"that Fray Luis Cancer does help in the conversion of those who
"slew him. For as they do not know what they do, and as they

"think are slaying enemies not true servants of God, so God
"will look on them with eyes of pity for the merits of that most

"blessed Fray Luis. And this is the true divine way of preaching

"the Gospel and converting souls."

It was this spirit which inspired the first friars to devote them-

selves to the conversion of the Philippines.

It may be asked what tangible result has been attained by three

centuries of their work, and the answer is the formation of a

Christian people from a race of savages. It is a task which has

been often spoken of but nowhere 'else accomplished on such a

scale. The passage of a people from barbarian to civilized life is a

very slow process in the usual course of history. The Germans
of the days of Augustus Caesar, in their present land, if we may
trust the accounts of Tacitus, scarcely differed from the original

Indians of our own New York. From Hermann to Charlemagne

was a long eight centuries of development; from Charlemagne to

Barbarossa, five more, yet how much of what many would call the

essentials of civilization were lacking to the Germans of the Holy
Roman Empire in the Thirteenth Century. National literature

was scarcely known. Representative government was in its in-

fancy, the majority of the population never moved from the bounds

of its separate provinces, and knew almost nothing of the world

beyond. Railroads, the press, foreign products and most of what

are now thought the necessaries of life were unknown and yet no
reasonable man will deny the Germans of the Middle Ages the

title of a civilized people. No American would assert that the

men of the Revolution were not a civilized people though they

knew not railroads or telephones, though modern physical science

was unknown to their colleges and English literature practically! a

blank as far as American writers were concerned. The ideals of

civilization for the Spanish missionary priests in the Philippines
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were substantially the same as those of Bacon and Raleigh, of the

founders of New England and the founders of New York. In the

mind of all, a civilized people was one which lived under settled

laws by steady labor, which was more or less acquainted with the

material progress made amongst the races of Europe, and, as all

would say, which was Christian. The Spanish friars undertook

the task of giving such a civilization to the Malays of the Philip-

pines and no other body of men of any race or any faith have

accomplished what they have done.

A task of somewhat similar kind has been attempted by others

in our own day in the name of Christian civilization but not the

Catholic Church. Hawaii has been under control of missionaries

from New England for seventy-five years more completely than

the Philippines were ever under that of the Spanish friars. The
native kings adopted the new creed and enforced its adoption on

their subjects by vigorous corporal punishments. The missionaries

were abundantly supplied with such resources of civilization as

money' could buy and they have grown wealthy on their mission,

but what has been the fate of the natives? They have dwindled in

numbers to a fourth of what they were when Messrs. Bingham and

Thurston entered their islands, their lands have been taken by
strangers, their government overthrown by brute force, and the

scanty remnant has dropped the religion imposed on them. In

the Philippines in a hundred and forty years a million of Catholic

natives has grown seven fold. In Hawaii under missioners of the

world's manufacture a hundred and forty thousand of the same

race has shrunk to thirty-eight thousand. Have the promises of

the Spanish friars or those of the American ministers been the most
truthfully kept?

The actual condition of the Catholic population formed by the

work of the religious orders should not be judged by the excesses

which have marked the present revolution. Many old Christian

nations have gone through similar experiences. It would be as

anreasonable to judge the Christianity of France by the Reign of

Terror as to condemn the Filipino population for the atrocities

sanctioned by Aguinaldo. The mass of the country population has

taken 'no part in these deeds of blood which are the work of a

small number of political adventurers and aspirants for office by
any means. Until lately revolutionary disturbance was unknown
in the Philippines. During three centuries there was only one

serious Indian rebellion, that of Silan, in the province of IUocos,

at the time of the English invasion. The Spanish military force

was always too small to hold the islands had there been any real

disaffection to the Government The whole force at Manila in

the present war, as given by General Otis, was only fifty-six hun-
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dred and about as many more represented the entire Spanish force

among a population of seven millions. The disposition of the

Catholic Filipinos is essentially law abiding. One of the friars

lately driven from the islands by the revolution assured the writer

that in Panay, an island with a population of half a million, a

murder did not occur more often than once or twice in a year. In

our own country last year the proportion was more than fifty times as

great. There is no forced labor as in the Dutch Indian colonies

to compel the native Philippines to work yet they support them-

selves in content without'any of the famines so common in India

under the boasted rule of civilized England. A sure evidence of

material prosperity is the growth of the population, and of its

religion a fair test is the proportion of Catholic marriages, baptisms

and religious interments to the whole number. The proportion

of marriages in 1896 to the population among the natives admin-

istered by the friars was one to every hundred and twenty, which

is higher than England, Germany or any European country. The
number of baptisms exceeded the deaths by more than two and

a half per cent, a greater proportion than in our own land. Com-
pare this with Hawaii and one feels what a farce is the promise

of increased prosperity held out by the American Press as the re-

sult of the expulsion of the Spanish friars.

It is not easy to compare accurately the intellectual development

of the Catholic Filipinos with American or European standards.

The ideals of civilization of the Catholic missioners were different

from those popular with English statesmen and their American ad-

mirers. The friars did not believe that the accumulation of wealth

was the end of civilization, but (the support of a large population

in fair comfort. There are no trusts and few millionaires in the

islands but their population is six times greater than that of Cali-

fornia after fifty years of American Government. The test so often

applied of reading and writing among the population finds the

Filipinos fairly up to the standard of Europe at least. Of highly

educated men the proportion is not so large as in Europe, but it

is not inconsiderable, and neither in science nor in literature are the

descendants of the Malay pirates unrepresented in their remote

islands. The native languages have developed no important litera-

ture of their own but they have a fair supply of translations from

Spanish works in history, poetry and philosophy. In that they

are superior to the Hindoo of British India though spoken by nearly

a hundred millions. These are facts that throw a strange light on
the real meaning of civilization as planted by the Spanish friars

among a barbarian race. Compare them with the fate of the In-

dian races on our own territory and say what benefit the Filipinos

may expect from the advent of "Anglo-Saxon" civilization.

San Francisco.
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